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In 2010, the National Capital Commission (NCC) is introducing the American Express® Winterlude Opening. This artistic, multi-sensory evening will feature exciting musical talent and innovative programming to tantalize the senses. The evening performances are enhanced with special lighting effects and video projections — including a dazzling 20-minute musical fireworks extravaganza — which promises spectators an extraordinary experience. Evoking the Canadian winter experience, the event takes place indoors and outdoors at the Canadian Museum of Civilization on Friday, February 5, 2010, from 7 pm to 11 pm. 

The event will also be celebrated in Major’s Hill Park, where extreme sports demonstrations and interactive art installations warm up the night. Both sites, as well as Sun Life Snowflake Kingdom in Jacques-Cartier Park, are perfect vantage points to enjoy the evening’s fireworks. From either side of the Ottawa River, the American Express® Winterlude Opening will be an unforgettable extreme arts, sports and dance experience in the heart of winter in Canada’s Capital Region.

PROGRAMMING AT THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF CIVILIZATION
The National Parcs 
7 pm to 8 pm, Grand Hall
This group will perform their latest show, entitled “Timbervision,” which features musical content that mixes traditional with contemporary — dubbed “new lumberjack swing.” The band, composed of three musicians and a VJ, use strong lyrics and visuals to promote positive environmental messages.

Mythical Creatures on Stilts

Appearances between 7 pm and 11 pm

Trapped for thousands of years in the polar ice, a mammoth and a strange bird magically come back to life. These fantastic, larger-than-life characters on stilts, presented by IN VIVO, will enthrall with their grace and beauty. 
Nite-Lite 

7 pm to 11 pm

A playful large-scale installation by artist Alexandra (Alita) González-Vučina that borrows from the concept of Lite-Brite, the popular toy from the 1960s and ’70s. Nite-Lite connects us to the naïveté of our childhood through light and discovery, while conveying messages about environmental issues surrounding plastics and BPA (bisphenol A). Nite-Lite is an interactive piece whose images evolve continuously throughout the night, with viewer participation.
Glacialis

Demonstrations, 7 pm to 11 pm; performance, 7:30 pm
Composer/percussionist Jesse Stewart has a remarkable ability to coax magical sounds from unlikely sources. In Glacialis, a project commissioned jointly by Toronto WinterCity and Winterlude, Stewart will create original music for instruments designed and built out of ice.
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H2Orchestra

Demonstrations, 7 pm to 11 pm; performance, 7:50 pm
The hydraulophone, the world’s first and only water-based musical instrument, invented by Canadian artist Steve Mann, will be presented in an outdoor bathtub concert, featuring H2O in all three states: ice, water and steam.

Musical Fireworks 

8:50 pm 

A spectacular fireworks display, produced by award-winning Royal Pyrotechnie, will be showcased to an incredible soundtrack. This explosive spectacle can be viewed from the Canadian Museum of Civilization, Major’s Hill Park or Sun Life Snowflake Kingdom in Jacques-Cartier Park.
DJ Misstress Barbara

9:10 pm to 11 pm

Misstress Barbara is an internationally renowned DJ who has spun at some of the world’s top clubs and worked alongside electronic music legends. This award-winning DJ and producer will perform outdoors in a giant inflatable bubble.
Dance the Night Away

9:10 pm to 11 pm 

Cobra du Mandingue, Thomas Clair, Rhonda Dextor and passionate young hip hop artists will improvise dance moves and grooves to the music feed of DJ Misstress Barbara.

Saltarello

10 pm to 11 pm, Grand Hall 

A three-piece band from Rouyn-Noranda, Saltarello opens a musical world without borders. Performing on instruments from various cultures and from times past and present, they will enchant with their melodies and passion for music and its origins.
Canadian Museum of Civilization
5 pm to 11pm
Get an early start to your evening! All exhibitions at the Canadian Museum of Civilization will be open with free admission, from 5 pm to 11 pm. Families can participate in a hands-on take-home craft, as well as interactive performances and activities at the Canadian Children’s Museum. 
IN MAJOR’S HILL PARK
The Flying Canucks

7:15 pm, 8:30 pm, 9:10 pm

Gravity-defying professional athletes, the Flying Canucks will showcase their freestyle ski and snowboard skills with extreme sports demonstrations. Visitors will also be able to meet the athletes at 7:35 pm and 9:35 pm.
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Participatory Art Projects

Ongoing, 7 pm to 10 pm

Join Spins & Needles to make art, through funky, hands-on knitting projects with warm and woolly textiles to the beat of DJ Jason Skilz. See the magic of shadow art projected by visual artist Marie-France Thibault, and touch the spirit of winter in a unique mixed media sculpture installation, with artist Dinorah Catzalco.
PUBLIC INFORMATION
For more information about the American Express® Winterlude Opening or about Winterlude, members of the public may contact the NCC at 613-239-5000, 1-800-465-1867 (toll-free), 613-239-5090 (TTY) or 1-866-661-3530 (toll-free TTY); drop by the Capital Infocentre, located at 90 Wellington Street in Ottawa, across from Parliament Hill; or visit the Winterlude website at Winterlude.gc.ca. 

Winterlude and the American Express® Winterlude Opening are presented by the American Express Philanthropic Program.
MEDIA INFORMATION
For photos, story ideas or requests for interviews about the American Express® Winterlude Opening or about Winterlude, members of the media are asked to contact NCC Media Relations.
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